DELTA KAPPA GAMMA

MA STATE ORGANIZATION
2021 Virtual Fall Executive Board Meeting

Saturday, September 25, 2021
** Gail Saccone was not in attendance. The following Minutes are taken from the Zoom recording of the entire meeting.  
I.  
Call to Order-the meeting was called to order by President Claire LaBonte at 9:02 am.  
Claire welcomed the officers, chapter presidents, committee chairs and other members attending and thanked all for joining in this morning. 
II.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Claire and singing of “God Bless America” was led by Christine Bonci.
III.  
The Invocation was given by Marilyn Spedding. 
IV.  
Roll Call was done by virtual meeting host, Christine Bonci. 29 members are in attendance (2 more joined later). That number satisfies the quorum. The list of attendees is attached on p. 4-5 the Minutes.
V.      Parliamentary Procedures Dr. Anita Newman explained the procedures. She reminded us to discuss motions through Claire. 
VI.      Recording Secretary’s Reports from April 30, June 19 and September 9, 2021. The motion to accept the minutes from April 30th was made by Bette Bridges and seconded by Lynn Howard. The motion was passed unanimously. The motion to accept the June 19th minutes was made by Martha Cotton and seconded by Jill Flanders. The motion was passed unanimously. The minutes from September 9th needed three corrections noted by Jo-Anne Butler. One was to insert the word “forwarded” in the 3rd paragraph, the second was that Claire emailed her letter to the Executive Board (not to “all members”) and the third change was Beth Clark’s name was omitted from the attendance list (which made 25 attendees).  The motion to accept the minutes with the changes was made by Lynn Howard and seconded by Bette Bridges. The motion was passed unanimously. 

VII.      Corresponding Secretary’s Report

Jill Flanders


                                 No Report
VIII. Treasurer’s Report


Martha Cotton
                 Written and Oral Report
Martha explained that there was a correction on the Expenses portion of the report. The Directory Expense of $61.50 should not be included in the Computer purchase. The Balance On Hand is $28,947.92. The Permanent Fund has a balance of $24,954.62; the Savings Account has a balance of $26,082.09; the AU DKG Scholarship  

Fund has a balance of $35,461.94; the Sara E. Chase Scholarship has $10,004.53 and the Christa McAuliffe Fund has $3,326.95. Martha said that she is thinking of looking into a different bank that is more accessible around the state. Our current bank, Citizens, won’t give us a credit/debit card.  She would like to have a new bank that would issue a credit card for DKG. If this change happens we would be able to make corrections to the name on the Savings accounts. Jo-Anne Butler noted that the $61.50 was not for the Directory. It was for 80th Birthday expenses. The computer expense should be $1044.23.  Martha will send out the corrected Report to Christine Bonci to be forwarded to the Executive Board. The Report will be filed for Audit. 

IX.      Executive Secretary’s Report 

Linda Stewart
                              Written and Oral  Report 
Linda Stewart reported that she sent a written notification to the Southbridge Hotel that we had voted to cancel the Fall Conference planned for October 1-2, 2021. Please see the attached letter. She talked to the hotel representative this past week but as of today has not heard back as to whether they will charge us a penalty fee or allow us to roll it over to next Fall. Marilyn Spedding asked if the people who had sent in registration fees would be reimbursed. Linda answered that none of the checks were cashed and all had been shredded (members had been notified). The motion to accept the report was made by Bette Bridges and seconded by Donna Brown. The motion was passed unanimously. 
X.     President’s Report              

 
Claire LaBonte

       Written and Oral Report
Claire began by expressing her personal disappointment about our vote to cancel the Fall Conference. It was a difficult decision. We will postpone our 80th Birthday celebration until our April 30-May 1, 2022 Spring Convention at Hotel 1620 in Plymouth. She thanked three committee members in particular, Christine Bonci (virtual meetings), Jo-Anne Butler (research and Celebration of Life), and Beverly Johnson (vignettes) as well as all the committee members working behind the scenes. She has spoken to the presenters who all preferred to give their programs in person. Jill Hedrington has expressed interest in becoming a DKG member. If that happens, we could induct her at the conference.   
PROGRAM OF WORK 
1. EEC Chair




Jill Flanders

                                          No Report
2. Archivist




Kaaren Harrington      

               Oral Report
Kaaren reported that she gave all the archived Baystaters back to the 1940’s to Beverly Johnson for information for the 80th Birthday Party. Lynn added that Beta Chapter’s (dissolved) paraphernalia was put into storage. The question was raised as to whether we could get in touch with International and see if the paraphernalia could be given to chapters in states like Texas. We pay $1404 for a year of storage because the Cube Smart company
requires insurance now. Claire said she would look into another place with a smaller unit to reduce cost next year. Marilyn Spedding suggested that we may want to keep one or two sets of paraphernalia in case there are new chapter start-ups. Kaaren suggested being careful to make sure we have the correct pieces (i.e. Bible). Jo-Anne Butler suggested we check with chapters in our state before we dispose or give away items from storage. 
MOTION: Investigate the possibility of donating excess paraphernalia from dissolved chapters to sister chapters in need. The motion was made by Marilyn Spedding and seconded by Donna Brown.  The motion passed unanimously. 
3. Leadership Training



Dorothea Maynard


                  No Report

  
4. Legislation                              
            

Annette Shaw
        


            Written Report
Annette updated information about new state legislation in the Education Committee on MCAS testing. Rep. Jim Hawkins has sponsored a bill that would revamp the standardized testing and eliminate 10th grade requirement for the MCAS. The concept is to develop more meaningful testing. Annette will send the bill numbers to Christine to post on our website.

5. Literacy Council      



Diana Grady 




      No Report
SOCIETY BUSINESS
1. Membership




Marilyn Spedding 

         Written and Oral Report    
Marilyn reported that the Presidents’ Club Challenge brought in 12 new members from six chapters. 

2. Necrology







                                               No Report
Natalie Januskiewicz has resigned as Chair due to personal reasons. Claire has asked for a volunteer to take her place for the one ceremony per year. The power point with members who have passed over the last two years  is already prepared for the Spring Conference. 
3. Coordinating Council



Jo-Anne Butler


            Written Report
Jo-Anne reported that Area meetings for this fall were cancelled. She submitted an updated list of Council Representatives and Chapter Presidents.
4. By-laws




Martha Cotton




   Oral Report
5. Finance




Janet Wellock



            Written Report
Janet reported that her committee met on August 30th with Martha. They developed a proposed budget for 2021-2022. The Total Income and Cash is $34,815.03 due to the cancelled events. Expenditures were $28,259.40. They increased the National Legislative Conference amount from $1000 to $4000. Most line item expenses are the same with anticipated expenses being $28,259.40 leaving $6,555.63. We might have to make provision for the penalty fee of cancelling the October conference. Martha Cotton said that we can vote at the Winter Board meeting to take it out of savings or from the budget. Carol LaPolice said that the budget is a fluid document. Expenses for the 80th are included in the $1000 for the Spring Conference but this amount can change. 
Leadership Seminar



Donna Brown


                           Oral Report 


Donna asked if there should be a line item for expenses to hold a Leadership Seminar this year since none was held last year. The seminar is usually held in opposite years from the National Legislative Seminar. Bette Bridges asked us to consider having both this year. Donna 
MOTION: Add a line item to the Budget for $1000 to hold the Legislative Seminar in Spring, 2022. The motion was made by Donna Brown and seconded by Bette Bridges. The motion was passed unanimously.

MOTION: Vote on the budget with the Addition of the Legislative Seminar. The vote passed unanimously.  
The Revised budget will go out via Christine Bonci. 

6. Baystater 




Gail Saccone 



                   No Report 
7. Webmaster/ Communications     

Christine Bonci    



     Oral Report
Christine has paid to renew our website for two years until 2022 ($500). She has also renewed the business level of Zoom for $150. Christine has asked that members access the website so that corrections, if needed, can be made.
8. Nominations 




Lynn Howard 




      No Report
9. Directory




Jo-Anne Butler
 
 
               Oral Report

Jo-Anne appreciates any updates/corrections to the Directory (i.e. emails and addresses). 

STATE PROGRAMS
1. Sara E. Chase Scholarship


Sharon McArdle

       Written and Oral Report
Sharon reported that there was one applicant. Tove Bendiksen applied for $1500 for course work. Due to Tove’s recent surgery Sharon asked that the payment be delayed.

MOTION: Postpone paying the $1500 until the spring semester. The motion was made by Sharon and seconded by Jo-Anne Butler. The motion was passed unanimously. 

2. Christa McAuliffe Living Memorial Fund
 G’Tanya Small   

       Written and Oral Report

Kaaren Harrington asked if the award winners can be demanded to attend the conference. G’Tanya explained that since she has chaired the committee all award winners have attended the conference. G’Tanya also thanked Paula Wilson for her help on the Committee. 
MOTION: Award Meghan Aycock $1600 to attend the ATIA Conference in Florida in January, 2022.The motion was made by G’Tanya and seconded by Lynn Howard. The motion passed unanimously. The award will be given to her at the Spring Conference.
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
1. US Forum




Carol LaPolice


         Written and Oral Report

The National Legislative Seminar will be held March 6-8, 2022 in Washington, DC. The US Forum Committee is planning a Zoom program for early November. Carol announced that Diane Grady, Linda Stewart and Gwen Miller will be applying to attend the 2022 NLS. The Northeast Newsletter will be posted on the US Forum website. Legislation on WEP is being reviewed. Please contact people in states AK, CO, IL, ME, MO, NM, CA, CT, LA, MA, NV, KY to support this bill. 
2. World Fellowship



Beverly Shaw Johnson


     No Report
3. Golden Gift Fund



Marjorie Burns      

     

    Oral Report
Marge reported that only one person has declined for the 2022 Golden Gift Training program and that there are currently three people on the wait list. The next program to apply for would then not be until 2024.
4. UN Liaison




Diane Swistak




    Oral Report
Diane said that the UN Newsletter has been forwarded to chapter presidents to forward to their

members. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
· Lynn Howard announced that after many tries our name change has officially been recognized by the state as the MA State Organization of DKG. Most of our by-laws were accepted by DKG International but some changes were recommended (i.e. adding a by-law about conducting business via virtual meetings). They were presented at the Winter Board meeting and were to be voted on at the Spring Conference, 2021. Martha Cotton will send the adjusted/ corrected by-laws. 

· Ellen Driscoll asked about the possibility of a PDP option for conferences as an incentive for new members to join us. Carol had mentioned earlier that the state requirements to be a PDP provider are very stringent and difficult to implement. Diane Grady will review the state requirements and report back to the board. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

· Claire asked for a committee to be formed to respond to a questionnaire from International regarding our Revitalization Plan.
· Claire presented her biennium project to support local Soup Kitchens. She referenced a Feed the Hungry Calendar (see reports). She would especially like to target students and older DKG members. 
· Joyce Gleason announced that Jean Gray was recognized with the Silent Gavel by the National Association of Parliamentarians. She will send the announcement to Gail Saccone for the next issue of the Baystater. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN was made by Marge Burns and seconded by Gwen Miller.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting Adjourned at 11:02 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Gail Saccone 
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